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The Seattle Study Club, 
founded by Dr. Michael 
Cohen, is an international network 
of doctors interested in furthering 
their knowledge to provide excellent 
care to every patient. Each club meets 
regularly for interactive educational programs, discussion 
on the latest developments in dentistry and presentations 
by world-renowned clinical speakers. These meetings 
provide a forum for each member to discuss and plan 
cases with the collective knowledge of the entire group. 
To learn more visit seattlestudyclub.com. Interested in 
joining or starting a club? Call the Seattle Study Club office 
at 425-576-8000.

Study clubs offer new dentists a great opportunity to grow as clinicians as well as to develop valuable relation-
ships with other dental professionals. Seattle Study Club Inc., founded by Dr. Michael Cohen in Seattle 20 years 
ago, focuses on providing patients with comprehensive care and is one of the largest, most well-known study club 
networks in the industry with 250 clubs worldwide and 238 in North America. 

We recently talked with a young dentist who joined the Seattle Study Club organization at the beginning 
of his career, Dr. Andrew Skasko, as well as three members of the Seattle Study Club leadership team—Greg 
Tice, Suzanne Cohen and Heather Bright—to learn more about the club and how this international network of 
doctors can help new dentists jump start their careers. Here’s what they had to say: 

Dr. Andrew Skasko, 
Seattle Study Club member  
for 12 years 

Q: How did you first hear about 
Seattle Study Club? 

A: My colleague, Dr. Jason Stoner, was starting a second 
club in Columbus, Ohio. He and I were both developing 
our practices and understood the methodologies and 
teachings of Seattle Study Club Inc. were in complete 
alignment with what we wanted to offer our patients, 
which is interdisciplinary care. 

Q: What are the benefits of joining Seattle 
Study Club? 

A: It is the most renowned organization in the world from a 
CE standpoint. You have an opportunity to learn from and 
become friends with colleagues all over the world who are at 
the top of their game. You can learn valuable pearls and tools 
from a business perspective, something many of us didn’t get 
in dental school. You develop camaraderie and an extreme 
awareness of how to properly diagnose and treatment plan. 

Q: How has Seattle Study Club helped you grow 
your career? 

A: I attribute much of my success to my Seattle Study Club 
membership. I have the ability to look at complex dentistry 
in a very systemic way and really understand how to get from 
point A to point B. My choice to practice interdisciplinary 
care has allowed me to become well known and respected by 
clinicians both in my area and nationally. I have a great feeling 
when I go to work every day because I know without a doubt 
I’m doing the best for my patients. 

What the  
Seattle Study Club 
can do for you 

Q: How involved are you with Seattle Study Club? 

A: I’m quite involved. I’ve been to the weeklong international 
symposium multiple times, where I’ve interacted with top 
clinicians from around the world. Beyond that I have some 
interaction with the teachings of Seattle Study Club every day 
in my practice. At least once a month I get together with Seattle 
Study Club colleagues to treatment plan cases. We also have 
monthly CE events and speaker engagements. 

Q: Why should new dentists join Seattle Study Club?

A: You have access to local and national events. It’s really your 
choice how involved you get. If I could give advice to young 
clinicians it would be to join Seattle Study Club and go to the 
symposium right away. That’s where you have the opportunity  
to connect and learn on a much deeper level. 
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Suzanne  
Cohen, 
Co-Founder 

Q: Why is the Seattle 
Study Club format 
such an effective forum for 
growth, change and development? 

A: The Seattle Study Club creates a col-
legial environment where doctors’ minds 
naturally become open to change as they 
learn with and from each other. Growth 
occurs in an organic, step-wise fashion 
that is neither forced nor regimented. This 
isn’t a study club in a box where the focus 
is on someone else’s work. Instead, it’s the 
development of advanced clinical skills 
through collaboration with other clinicians 
on the kind of real-life cases that walk into 
your office every day.

Q: Why is the focus on compre-
hensive dentistry important? 

A: Dentistry is being reduced to its low-
est common denominator as we speak. 
No clinician and no discipline can be all 
things to all people. Only through the 
combined insight of the fine minds pres-
ent on the interdisciplinary team may we 
truly serve our patients well.

Q: How is Seattle Study Club 
relevant for new clinicians? 

A: The Seattle Study Club provides a 
testing ground for their knowledge and a 
group of mentors who are eager for them 
to succeed. We are not about competi-
tion but rather collaboration. From 
clinical to behavioral to financial skills, 
the Seattle Study Club is a true university 
without walls.

Greg Tice, 
Managing Director 

Q: Why is the Seattle 
Study Club format 
such an effective 
forum for growth, change and 
development?

A: Traditional education in dentistry is sit 
and listen or sit and watch, and our ability 
as human beings to recall information after 

being “told” something once is limited 
at best.

It is critical in a study club environ-
ment to have engagement and participa-
tion from the attendees; this is when 
they begin to incorporate their knowl-
edge base into their daily activities. 
Treatment planning, problem solving, 
debate, dialogue discussion—these all 
lend themselves to us taking our blind-
ers off, to no longer operate on autopi-
lot. The Seattle Study Club environment 
is such that the expectation is a change 
in behavior and proficiency, not just 
picking up a series of “good ideas” that 
never get incorporated into daily life.

Q: What can participants 
expect?

A: Participants should look to their 
local Seattle Study Clubs as though 
they were taking a martial arts class or a 
cooking class. People don’t take martial 
arts to get an “idea” about how to do 
martial arts; they want to become more 
proficient at their chosen activity. Seattle 
Study Club is the same thing. Clinicians 
should come in looking for a change in 
behavior, a change in proficiency—and 
that all starts with comprehensive diag-
nosis and treatment planning.

Q: How is Seattle Study Club 
relevant for new clinicians?

A: There is so much that goes into the 
practice of dentistry, why would you 
want to struggle by yourself when the 
support and experience of others can 
help shorten that learning curve? New 
clinicians aren’t simply there to absorb 
and learn. They have a lot of new ideas 
and energy to bring to the table to help 
existing members, and contributing to 
others feels good.

Q: How can they incorporate 
what they learn? 

A: This actually happens through the 
structure of the curriculum itself. How-
ever, if you really want to take advan-
tage of the opportunity to incorporate 
all of this, take time after each meeting 
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to review what you learned and then teach it to your team. This 
not only engages the staff in the study club, the act of needing 
to teach the information creates a stronger recall mechanism in 
the brain.

Heather Bright,  
Director of Marketing 
Q: Why do members keep coming back 
to Seattle Study Club year after year?

A: Our programming is a continuum. Each aca-
demic year builds on the last. We include the basics that everyone 
needs to practice while incorporating novel concepts and making 
everything accessible to everyone. 

Q: Why is it important for new dentists to join 
study clubs? 

A: Clinicians coming out of school face many unexpected chal-
lenges. With school debt and practice expenses looming, they 
often look to cut expenses wherever they can. Joining a local 
study club is a great way to avoid many of the costly mistakes 
clinicians often make in their early years of practice. The more 
seasoned clinicians in the group have knowledge not shared in 
dental school that can impact young clinicians’ success in very 
meaningful ways. 
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